CANADA
IST PERIOD MONEY LETTERS

A Money Letter was one said to contain, or thought to contain, Money. The
first official mention of Money Letters was in the Legislative Assembly
Journal of 21 September 1827, but they are known to exist as early as 1823.
Although not generally recognised as such, they fall neatly into 3 classes:

(1) up to and including 4 January 1844, when postage was determined by
distance to be travelled and by number of sheets {except for heavier items);
(2) from 5 January 1844 to 5 June 1851 (when postage was determined by
distance to be travelled and weight);

(3) from 6 June 1851 to 30 April 1855 (when postage was determined by
weight alone and Canada's system of Registration was introduced).

This display deals solely with 1st period Money Letters which travelled 201
to 300 miles.

"#J" is a reference to Jarrett's 1929 Standard Catalogue of British North America the last published.
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(a) Kingston Drop Letter

red "KINGSTON UP-CAN JUL 23" #J285, no year but 1842 from letter;
to J. H. Dunn, Receiver General, Kingston;
black m/s "Money”. ; No indication of rate.

Written by Adam Hubbs, Inspector of Licences at Picton, 39 miles from Kingston and put in the
post there: this very scarce "drop” collect entire, which enclosed £22+15+0, would have been rated
1d. A note in m/s shows this to have been received and acknowledged on 25 July.
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A single rate Letter, conveyed up to 60 miles, would have been charged 4d
sterling, 4%4d currency, rates being (almost always) shown in currency. A
single rate Letter, conveyed 201 to 300 miles, would have attracted a charge
of 9d cy. The charge for a Letter of two sheets, 201 to 300 miles, was 1/64
cy, and for 3 sheets the charge was 2/3d cy. A Letter of weight not more
than 1 ounce was 4 x rate, i.e. 3/- cy, and for Letters of more than 1 ounce
the charge increased by 9d per quarter ounce or part quarter ounce.

Post Masters were entitled to two rates, or 12 ounce, Free.
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(b} A Free entire

black "BELLEVILLE" #1250, m/s "22 Nov", no year but 1832 from letter;
to A. Hamilton, Queenston; :

black m/s "Money": :
black signature "J. Parker P. M.” 215 miles

A Free eniire, although not marked as such. between two Post Masiers. The distance from
Belleville to Queenston was 274 miles and the enclosure was §7 or £1°15°0. |
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In the very early days. no receipt was given by the Post Office 10 the
sender, or taken from the recipient. However, the Legislative Assembly
Journal of 26 February 1831 records:-

Every mde«WmMmMﬁMhW@-
MW&MWWW&%MWWW&EMW&M
Master {or Letier Carrier, when the Lefter is taken out for delivery) must satisfy himself that the
mmm%km-km&mmﬂ;Mhmmﬁﬂmdﬁmﬁa
Mewylﬁh,ﬂmﬁ&mhg?meﬁﬁisbbe&kmaﬂcmduﬂymmwdhy the Post Masier.

An extremely early Money Letter receipt is shown on the next page

Nno






To draw attention to their special nature, from about 1833 Money Letters

to, from, or passing through Toronto were marked with a red manuscript
"M". This varied considerably in size.

* % %k % ¥ Kk K

-red "CORNWALL" #J 250, black m/s "1st May", no year but 1833;
to J. H. Dunn. Receiver General, Upper Canada;
black m/s "Meney Letter black m/s "2/9" 294 miles

i’hemdmmﬁnm? Roughneh, Inspector of the Eastern District, was £58+10°0. Recemadmd_
M&im%hfay mwm&uy&mwmﬁYcﬁfm

Mmlwmgﬁdﬁe&ﬁm

biack "PERTH U.C. MAR 29 1841", #J 236;

to James Fitzgibon, Registrar, Court of Probate, Tmm*
black m/s "treble”; black m/s "Money Letter";

 black "PAID" #1575; red mis "2/9"; large red m/s M"..  220miles
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black "GANANOGUE", #]J 250, black m/s "21 July 1834";
to J. H. Dunn, Receiver General, Toronio;
black m/s "Money";
redm/s " 11d
black m/s "More 1/10
2/ 9 " the rate for 1 sheet = 2 enclosures.

The manufactured postmark said, in error, "GANANOGUE", this being a perhaps understandable
error for the handwritten "GANANOQUE" which had appeared on the handwritten order form
“(two other towns had errors in their names, with "CHIPPAWA" and "NAPANCE" being produced
instead, respectively, of "CHIPPAIVA” and "NAPANEE"). "York" was renamed "Toronto” on 6
March 1834 and this is an early use of the new name.

The initial rafing was for a single sheet Letter, the amount "114" in red implying prepayment (this
would have been unusual as until 1 July 1859 there was no difference in the charge for
prepayment or collect and the latter was normally used). At some stage it was noticed that there

were two enclosures, making this 2 3 X rate letter and the black "More 1/10" added making the

total 2/94,

other moiety retained as salary} and £5-0+0 for a Pedlar’s Licence travelling on foot. The Letter,
 from Ephraim Webster, Collector for the Port of Gananogque, was received and acknowledged
July 24. i ‘. e
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n) 3 ounces. 12 x rate, 287 miles, single sheetrate 11d cy=11/-¢

red "CHIPPAWA U.C. SP6 1843" #J236;

to J. H. Dunn, Receiver General, Kingston;

black m/s "Money", "3 ounces”, "11/-"; red "MONEY-LETTER" #J 752;
red "TOO LATE?”, similar to #J 761 but a little smaller;

red receiver "KINGSTON U. C. SP 9 1843" #J236.

A collect entire from Oliver Y. MacKlin, Collector, Port of Chippawa.
The enclosure was £100, receipt of which was acknowleged on 11th.

& ® * * * * & * *

A circular dated 10 August 1843 from L. A Sfafner DegmlyP M. G. m Qaebec.- From the
receipt of this order I must r:eqmre you immedia : pening the mai ecking their
contents to make a legible impression of your office stamp on the baak of eaci: Ieiter Lhus showmg
the actual day of its reception af your office . . . Postmasters not provided with dated stamps will
supply the want with pen and ink.

An early example of compliance, {amounts in dollars) Txi=
with a receipt daiestamp of 36x 5 = 180
September 9 1843. 107 enclosures Ix 8= &
as listed being Imperial and i4x 4= 5b
Provincial Dues from the Custom 37x 2= 74
House, Port of Chippawa. 2z 1= 12

400 or£100
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{o) 3% ounces. 14 x rate, 264 miles, single sheet rate 11d cy = 12/10d cy

{unknown despatich date);

to J. H. Dunn, Receiver General, York;
black m/s "3% oz";

black m/s "12N4";

black m/s "cash letter / £175-10".

-({on back) black "PERTH", 31 mm x 4 mm, in use 1820 - 1829.

* * * * * * * * *

‘There is an error in the charge made for this unusually heavy, and very
early, outer wrapper. 14 x rate, 200-300 miles should have been charged at
14/10d cy (14 x 11d = 154d = 12/10d and not the 12/4d actually entered).

A collect outer wrapper from Anthony Leslie, Inspector, District of Bathurst.
The enclosures were 138 bills, made up as under, totalling £175-10+0.

1bill of $100 = £ 25 0= O
31 bills of $ 10 £ 7710~ 0
25billsof $5 =K 31+ 5= 0
17billsof $4 = £ 17« 0+ 0
3Shbillsof $2 = £ 17-10- 0
‘ _29!:11150{ $1 =£ 7+ 50

s £”._1Q'__Q

inon

Eew;m;:namemfmzxpaper watermarked in 2 lines "CARPON 1817,
m&k p&h@sexpkmsatieaﬂmpmﬁemmﬁeof?ﬂw
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{unknown despatch date);

to J. H. Dunn, Receiver General, York;
black m/s "4 0z";

black m/s "14N8&";

black m/s "cash Ietter / £122+5".

.{on back) black "PERTH", 31 mm x 4 mm, in use 1820 - 1829.
* * * * ¥ * * * ES

Another extremely early, and very heavy, collect outer wrapper from the same
writer (Anthony Leslie, Inspector, District of Bathurst) as that on the previous
sheet. On the same type of stout paper, watermarked in 2 Iines " CARE 7 [313"
so perhaps of similar date, with this having an enclosure of 171 items. A black
seal depicts a gryphon and bears the words "GRIP FAST".

* * * * * * sk * *

The contents are listed as :- 21 0of $10 = £ 52«10
of $5 = £ A0
Ant $4 =8 coddidl
2ot § 2 = § el
108l aftS 1 — %




